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FAMILY AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 

Statement 

HON MARTIN ALDRIDGE (Agricultural) [5.31 pm]: I, too, associate myself with the remarks of Hon Nick Goiran 
and wish all mothers a very special Mother’s Day this Sunday. I also wish Hon Sue Ellery a happy birthday for 
this weekend. 

I rise to make a contribution because I was unable to contribute to the debate on family violence this morning 
during private members’ business. I want to talk about a few things in my member’s statement this evening. We 
ran out of time this morning, but at least a member’s statement gives me the time to address a few things. 
Unfortunately, family violence is something that affects just about every community and many families in 
Western Australia. I have had a long association with Chrysalis House, a women’s refuge in my electorate, in 
Geraldton. In government, we did some good work with Chrysalis House in building its capacity and expanding 
its facility, which, unfortunately, was required. Obviously, we would like to see a time in the future when we 
would not need a facility like Chrysalis House, but the work that it does in our community is quite amazing. I do 
not think I really appreciated the gravity of the situation in the midwest more fully until 2017, when Desert Blue 
Connect, one of the not-for-profit organisations operating in the midwest, launched its “2017 Strategic Action Plan 
for Family Violence Prevention in Geraldton”. It was launched by the Minister for Prevention of Family and 
Domestic Violence, Simone McGurk, MLA, at a conference in Geraldton that I also attended. I will quote from 
a section of the report that really puts into perspective the issue that is faced in the midwest of my electorate. 
I quote from page 6 of the strategic action plan — 

Each month, the Midwest–Gascoyne Police Family and Domestic Violence Response Team attend an 
average of 234 Family Violence incidents a month for a total of 2819 incidents for the 2016/17 financial 
year (Department of Communities, 2017). These figures are amongst the highest in in the state, with the 
Kimberley the only region in the state with a significantly higher per capita reporting of family violence 
(Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2016). According to the ABS Personal Safety Survey 2012 … 80% of 
women who experience violence from a current partner do not contact Police. When this low level of 
reporting is taken into account, the estimated number of family violence incidents in the region is closer 
to 14,000 per year. 

I have seen a further breakdown of those numbers, which shows that police in the midwest–Gascoyne policing 
district respond to seven reports of family violence each and every day of the year. If we consider that only one in 
five incidents are reported, that is quite a significant issue facing our community. 

I want to talk about some of the things that Desert Blue Connect and the Community, Respect and Equality 
initiative are doing. Hon Laurie Graham; Hon Darren West; Hon Colin de Grussa; Ian Blayney, the member for 
Geraldton; and I are all local members who represent the Geraldton area, and we are all contributing and supporting 
an initiative that is being run as part of the CRE plan, but through the WA Centre for Rural Health. We are 
sponsoring a round of the Great Northern Football League through an initiative called Men Against Violence. That 
round is coming up in the GNFL. We had a photo taken in support of the campaign on the steps of Parliament 
House on Tuesday morning, and we have all recorded a personal message to the young men involved in that round 
of football in the midwest and Gascoyne regions of our electorates. 

There are also some other good things happening in Geraldton that many of us have been involved in, including 
the Men’s Breakfast to stand against domestic violence and also the March Against Violence. They are both annual 
events and the last Men’s Breakfast was hosted at Champion Bay Senior High School in Geraldton. I went along 
to this event and it was all men. There were a lot of people there from industry, a lot of people from the community 
service sector and a lot of school students—young and adolescent men. I went to a table comprising exclusively 
students. There was a really interesting conversation. There were boys, young men, at my table who were very 
candid, not just with me, but with the other students, about their experiences of family violence. Coming from 
a background with no experience of family violence, it was quite shocking to hear what they had been through as 
children and how it affected them, but also how candid they were with me in recounting their experience. As the 
conversation developed over breakfast, we went on to some local things that were happening at school. A boy 
sitting next to me was dealing with a bit of cyberbullying. This cyberbullying was affecting him to the point at 
which he said that he was going to bring a baseball bat to school. Before I could even say anything to this young 
fellow sitting next to me, it was interesting to see how the other boys at my table responded to him. The whole 
theme of the breakfast was that violence is never okay or acceptable. I listened to the other boys, who unfortunately 
all had some background in family violence, counselling this young fellow. They said that violence was never 
the solution and it would never be the solution to the boy’s problems. It was really positive to see that that 
simple message was being conveyed at that peer level. I am not sure it was effective, but it was being delivered 
peer to peer amongst these young men. That was a really positive experience. I want to recognise the work that 



Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Thursday, 9 May 2019] 

 p3066a-3067a 
Hon Martin Aldridge 

 [2] 

Desert Blue Connect and others do in our community around this issue of family violence. It is really an 
enormous challenge. 

There is one thing I have talked about time and again, and I want to put it on the record again tonight. I think it is 
intrinsically linked to family violence in Geraldton, not just because I think it is, but because people on the ground 
in Geraldton tell me it is—that is, the closure of the sobering-up centre in Geraldton. The people I meet with—the 
mental health workers, the social workers, the family violence response teams and the police—all tell me that the 
value in the sobering-up centre in Geraldton, which is now shut, was twofold. It was about the personal safety of 
those people under the influence of drugs and alcohol and it was about the safety of their families. Unfortunately, 
the sobering-up centre closed on New Year’s Eve two years ago. I recognise from the budget speech delivered 
today that there is some $50 million in the budget to tackle family violence, and I think the minister responding to 
the debate today also mentioned that figure. The sobering-up centre in Geraldton admitted 1 415 people every 
year—over 1 400 people. Its total funding was $250 000 a year. My understanding is that sobering-up centres in 
Western Australia were formed out of the Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody and they are 
scattered right throughout Western Australia. When I meet people in the community service sector in Geraldton, 
I am pretty sure most of them do not vote for my side of politics. The one thing they say to me is that this is the 
sort of decision that they would expect from a conservative government, not a Labor government. When I have 
asked questions about this issue, it beggars belief when I get responses like this — 

The Mental Health Commission did not consult with the WA Country Health Service as the decision to 
cease funding by the state government was part of the 2017–18 budget process and was prompted by the 
need to identify budget savings that will contribute in part to the funding of election commitments. 

That is really concerning. Obviously, at the time the story was, “Oh, well, this sobering-up shelter wasn’t meeting 
expected service levels”, but it serviced some 1 400 people a year. There are actually four centres in Western Australia 
at Wyndham, Roebourne, Carnarvon and Kalgoorlie that admit fewer people than the Geraldton centre did, yet 
those four sobering-up centres are still open today. I say to the government—I will do so again when I give my 
reply to the budget speech—that $250 000 a year is money well spent. I reckon we are already spending five or 
six times that much dealing with the problems of family violence, extra admissions to the emergency department, 
police time, local government time and other issues in the community since the sobering-up centre in Geraldton 
was closed. I put it on the record tonight that the government should reconsider that. 
 


	FAMILY AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
	Statement


